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*’l had gradually come, by this time to see that
the old Testament from its manifestly false history
of the world and from its attributing to God the fee-
linys of a revengaful tyrant, was no more to be
trusted than the sacred books of the Hindoos or beli-

efs of any vdroarian. T3 gussion then . continually
rose before my m nd anJd would not be banished, -
is it credible that 1f G d were now to make a revela-
tion to the rl n1)0s would he permit it to be conn-
ected wi.h t1e bs et in Vishnu, Siva, & Co as Chri-
stianity 13 connacted with the old Testament. This
appeared to me utterly incred bla.

By further reflecting that th2 clearest evidence
would be requisite to make any sane man believe in
the miracles by which Christiani'y is supported’-that
the more we know of the fixed laws of nature, the
more incredible de miracles become,- that the men
at that time were ignorant and credulous to a degree
almost incomprehensible by us - that the gospels
cannot be proved to have been written simultaneo-
usly with the events, - that they differ in many impo-
rtant details, far too important as it seemed to me
to be admitted as the usual inaccuracies of eye wit-
nessces- by such reflections as these, which | give
not as having the least novelty or value, but as they
influenced me, | gradual y came to disbelieve in
christianity as a divine revelation ...and have never
since doubted even for a single second that my con-
clusion was correct’’.
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“Ited Crecielly cene to see that Cld Testa-
ment from its manifestly false story cf the world,
with the tcwer of Babel, the rainbow a3 a sign, and
from its attributing to God the feelings of a revenge-
ful tyrant was no more to be trusted...*’

Thus disbelief crept over me at a very slow
rate, but was at last complete ...... and have never
since doubted even for a single second that my con-
clusion was correct. | can indeed hardly see how
any one ought to wish Ctristianity to be true......

’And this is a damnable doctrine......,,
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| for one must be content to remain an

agnostic,
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The state of mind which grand scenes forme-
tly excited in me, did not essentially differ from
that which is often called the sense of sublimity;
and however difficult it may be to explain the gene-
sis of this sense, it can hardly be advanced as an
arguemet for the existence of God' azry more than
the powerful though vague, and sinular feelings
excited by music.

There seems to be no more design in the var-
1ability of organic beings and the action of natural
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selection, than in the eourse which the wind blows.
Every thing in nature is the result of fixed laws...

A being so powerful and so full of knowledge
as 8 God who could create the universs ...... it revo-
Its our understanding 10 suppose that his benevole-
nce is not unbounded, for what advantage can there
be in the sufferingsof millions of the lower
animals......?
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Dear Sir,

I am much obliged by your kind letter and
enclosure. The publication in any form of your remarks
on my writings really requires no consent on my
part and it would bé ridiculous in me to give con-
sentto what required none. | should prefer the part
or volume not to be dedicated to me (though | thank
you for the inteded honour) as this implies to a cer-
tain extent my approval of the general publication,
about which | know nothing. Moreover though | am
a8 strong advocate for free- thought on all subjects,
yeti' gy pear tome (whether rightly or wrongly)
that direct arguments against Christianity and theism
produce hardly any effect on the public; and free-
dom of thought isbest promoted by the gradual illu-
mination of men‘s minds, which follow from the
advance of science. It has, therefore, been always
my object to avoid writing on religion, and | have
confined myself to science. | may, however, have
been unduly biassed by the pain whichit would
give some members of my family, if | aided in any-
way direct attacks on religion. | am sorry to refuse
you any request, butl am old and Fave very little
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strength arc lockirg over proof she~ts (as | know
by present erpericnce) fatigues me much.

| remain,

Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully

Ch. Darwin

(Quoted by Nicholas walter in *“New Humanist,
Winter, 1981)
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